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agent brings to mind the phenomena of which we have
already spoken in dealing with ferments. In the case of
the platinsol the reason for this progressive loss in activity
is found in the fact that the platinum in the colloidal solu-
tion is precipitated by the addition of electrolytes, and
that in consequence it can no longer take part in the given
reaction.
Since this " salting out " of the platinum is also brought
about through the presence of slight traces of electrolytes
in the water of the sol, especial stress is to be laid upon the
great purity of the water used in making these colloidal
solutions.
3.  The velocity with which the catalysis of the hydrogen
peroxide occurs in the presence of the sol increases with
the concentration of the platinum".    Yet different, equally
concentrated solutions of platinum do not always give the
same result.   As with organic ferments, the activity is
dependent upon the mode of preparation, upon the age, in
general upon the history of the given preparation.    If this
is the same for two solutions, then the activity of the two
is also the same.
4.  In one particular the behaviour of the platinum solu-
tion of Bredig deviates markedly from that of the organic
ferments.    While the latter reach a so-called limit (p. 39)
in their activity, that is to say, while the reactions that
are catalysed by organic ferments are incomplete, the
catalysis of hydrogen peroxide under the influence of the
platinsol is complete.   The catalysis of the hydrogen per-
oxide behaves, therefore, like the inversion of cane-sugar
under the influence of dilute acids.   The decrease in the
activity of the colloidal platinum takes place so slowly,
compared with the great velocity with which the hydrogen